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duction. This work could not possibly have been carried out by existing
public health staffs in the past, especially those appointed to rural areas, who
have had, in addition to milk control work, other multifarious duties to per-
form. Apart from the detection of unsatisfactory premises and methods, a
considerable amount of valuable educational work can be achieved by com-
petent advisory officers, provided there are a sufficient number to cover the
field. Spasmodic inspections of farm premises without the necessary re-visits
to follow up are of little use. Continuous effort is essential if progress is to be
achieved. In the majority of rural districts where the bulk of milk is pro-
duced, staffs, even when they are fully conversant, as they must be, with
modern methods of hygienic milk production, were not entirely adequate to
deal with the problem. Many of the critics of present methods of inspection
are living in non-milk producing areas and do not realise the difficulties which
are experienced, in maintaining the constant inspection service they so
glibly demand. Hitherto, the entire expense of supervising milk production
has fallen mainly on the rui'al authorities who have generally carried out a
difficult task in an extremely satisfactory manner. At no time have contri-
butions towards the cost been offered by non-producing areas so that a
better system of inspection could be enforced. Now that the supervision of
milk production rests with the officials of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries, it is hoped that the present position will be considerably
improved. Staffs, however, are still not adequate and further recruiting of
qualified persons will be necessary.
(4)  Improvements to Buildings
An immediate programme of reconstruction for existing cowsheds is
essential. Many of the buildings at present used for housing dairy herds
should, be treated as dilapidated houses have been in the past and be subject
to demolition. While a large number of unsatisfactory buildings may be
considerably improved by reconstruction and adaptation, many existing
cowsheds, if allowed to remain standing, will perpetrate unsatisfactory condi-
tions for the production of milk, and cause other difficulties. In such cases,
new erections should be considered essential. For this purpose, the develop-
ment of a unit or pre-fabricated system of construction for farm buildings
has been investigated, but cost seems to have prevented its general adoption.
Greater use should be made of milking parlours or milking bails, the latter
being either portable or permanent as desired. Jn any scheme of reconstruc-
tion, attention should be paid to site, water supply, standings, drainage
channel, ease of cleansing and removal of manure, but it is important that
advice given regarding such matters should be standardised within the
limits of regional or district requirements. To finance this essential work,
money should be loaned to occupiers, to be repaid by easy instalments over
a specified period. The Milk Marketing Board might be considered to be a
suitable body to advance money for this purpose, particularly as they are
a producer's organisation. A rapid extension of rural piped water supplies
is a paramount need, and greater priority of materials for this purpose and
for alterations to buildings should be arranged, whilst cheaper and more
extensive electrical supplies are an urgent requirement*
(5)  Improvements in Handling Milk
Advisory and control work in connection with milk production and
distribution should continue unabated and particular attention should be